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HE declining fate of religion; eng * 
te United Miniſters of ſeveral — 4 | 
- gatians of Proteſtant Diſſenters in 
5 bak addreſſes to God, to direct and ſucceed their 
endeavours for the revival of it. The ſubſtance 
of the following Diſcourſe was delivered at one of 


"NE olemn ſeaſons. 9 ay | 
I am fuſſiciently aware, that the hints Thve 


given in favour of Liberty, will not be ac 
able to them who complain of it as the ſource of 


the evils which now threaten us , and deſire to 


have it reſtrained rather than enlarged; and 
they who conſider Chriſtianity as a refined | 
Syſtem of Morality, and not as an "inflitation 
 deſygned to recover fallen man, and bring him 
to Gop, 'will diſlike many — in theſe pa- 
pers. It will not fi me, if perſons in 
theſe different ways of ning rk agree 1 
cenſuring of them. | 


There was Lately alle An Ras. into 
the cauſes of the decay of the Diſſenting Inte- 
reſt: The principles of that Author are generous, © 
aud ſome of his i = ak Bat, things _ 
I con- 


I be PREFACE. 
conſidered, ſome further attempts ſeem neceſſary 


thods I have propoſed are proper, and will be of 
| ſervice for that purpoſe, is with great deference 
; e 1 2 : Judgment of se n 


I am fully perſuaded that in our preſent cir- 
cumſtances, à ſeparation from the National Eſta- 
blifhmene'4s , high' importance to Chriſtianity, 
and-\would: by no means entourage any thing in 
— ond ge which 7 92 
and feformed, or which may diſguſt per ſous of 4 
better taſte, who ure Fea Fo = y —— 
and-otcaſon."their leaving of them? But we can- 
not reaſonably eupect much ſucceſs, in an under- 
taking where great numbers are concerned, if the 
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for the ſupport of chat cauſe. ether the me. 
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Rey. II. 2. 


Be i watchful, * frrengthen the things which res 
© main, that are ready to _ 


HOEVER will impartially conſider che 8 
nature of Chriſtianity, muſt certainly al- 
low, that it is admirably calculated for 
fte reformation of the world. It might 
well be expected, that this divine inſtitution ſhould 
have a powerful influence on the hearts and lives of 
thoſe. who embrace it; that it ſhould triumph over 
the irregularities of the mind, and diſpoſe men to a 
chearful diſcharge of their duty to Gop, and to _ | 
other. 
Theſe happy effects were moſt remarkably pro- 
duced by the Religion of Jeſus, when it made its firſt 
appearance in the world. The primitive Chriſtians 
were excellent perſons: There was a dignity and glo- 5 
ry in their conduct, becoming the children of God, in 
the midſt of a crooked and perverſe generation, amo 
whom they did ſhine as lights in the world, holding fort 
the word of life. And the conſequence was, that 
when b others ſaw their good works, they glorified their _ 
Father in heaven, and falling down fore the luſtre 
of their bright examples, © were compelied to acknow- 
ledge, that God was in them of a truth. Nay, it en- 
them to receive Chriſtianity as well as to ap- 
plaud it, and was one conſiderable occaſion of its furs 
yrung propagation in the world. D 
But things did not long continue in this agree · 
able poſture; 4 the gold became dim, and the fine gol 
changed. The diſciples of the Son of Gop began ear- 
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ly to neglect the precepts he had given them; they 


were ſoon carried away with the iniquity of the times, 
and yielded a guilty and ſhameful compliance, to the 
vain cuſtoms, and finful manners of the vwerld about 


them. 


This was 0 ſe. of the Chriſtians at Sardis, e They 


| bad a name 10 live, but were dead. They maintained 


the form of godlineſs, but were extreamly deficient 


: eee It does not appear from What is 


that the faith which they rofeſs d 


Was corrupted with errors, that their worſhip was 
ſullied with ſuperſtition, or their peace diſturbed with 
contentions and diviſions. There are _ complaints 
_ againſt them upon theſe accounts, they had the repu- 
tation of an honourable and flouriſhing church, and 


all chings went well among them, ſo far as human ob- 


ſervation could reach. But the Redeemer, . 8 whoſe 


eyes are as a flame of fire, h who ſearcheth the reins and 
hearts, i be knew their 2 and had __ JO them 
e 1 Gad. He looked upon them but as a 
22 27 N the animating foul is departed from 
= The greateſt part of them had K d their gar- 
ee their temper and their behaviour were nat fo 
regular as they had formerly been. Vital 


nod pra el ligion was at a very low cbb, and that 


was left in their church was juſt expiring. This 


gare occaſion to the important exhortation in the 


text, be watchful, and L the things which re- 
main, that are 
The Epiſtle of Niche theſe words are. a part, was 
(or paſtor) of the church at Sar- 
du. He had the over-ſight of the flock, and was in 
a particular manner concern'd in what was written to 
them. It was incumbent upon him to attend to it him- 


5 elf, to propoſe it. to thoſe under his care, and it was 
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. 

In this view I ſhall diſcourſe upon this ſubject, and 

conſider this addreſs to one particular miniſter, as 
that which by a parity of reaſon, is applicable to others 

in the like office, and the like circumſtances. It i 4 

charge given, by the ſupreme Head of the church, to 
all miniſters, which indiſpenſably obligeth them, to do 
their utmoſt for the revival of religion, when it ia ſinks 


ing and dying among their people. | 
* is, alas, too evident, that this is our preſent caſe. 
Our religious intereſts have an uncomfortable aſpecte 
When we attentively ſurvey them, we ſhall ſee much 
to lament, and more to fear. EIS + IEF 
Great breaches have been made in ſeveral congre- 
gations, and® the gates of the grave have of late prevail 
ed much againſt us. Many who were n pillars in the 
temple of- the Lord, the ornaments and the ſupports of 
their reſpective ſocieties, are laid in the duſt, and few 
of . thoſe who ſurvive inherit their piety, or their zeal. 
The attendance of ſome on publick worſhip is ſo in- 
conſtant, and fo trifling, that we have great reaſon 
to fear, that family prayer, the private methods of 
religious inſtruction, the exerciſes of ſecret deva 
tion, are either wholly omitted, or performed in a 
very cold and formal manner. The facred obligati- 
ons of ſobriety and temperance, juſtice and charity, 
are openly violated by others; and thoſe who are free 
from ſuch ſcandalous practices, diſcover little of 4 
bhbeavenly temper, or of a generous concern for the 
publick good: They are eagerly purſuing the buſineſs | 
or the pleaſures of this animal life, and o /eek only tbeir 
own things, not the things which are Feſus Chriſt t. And 
what is {till more lamentable, we are ſunk into ſuch 4 
_ conſummate ſtupidity, as to be inſenſible of our un- 
happy circumſtances, p Grey hairs are upon us, the 
tokens of decay, and the: fore-runners of death, and 
we know it not; the life and power of godlineſs des | 
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clines apace; and there are ſcarce any to be found who Os 


5 


feriouſly lay it to heart. 
But I would hope, and I do believe, chat you my 
reverend Brethren are deeply impreſſed with the 4 


ſent poſture of our 3 affairs, and are deliberate- 
br eee whic 


way you may retrieve them. 
Methinks I hear you Tus FE. with a zeal and ten- 
derneſs becoming thoſe who are a ſeeking the welfare of 


. Tfrael, By whom ſhall Facob ariſe, for be is ſmall ? 
This emboldens me to uſe che greateſt freedom and 


plainneſs, in offering you my thoughts on this impor- 
tant ſubject. May Gol direct to the moſt proper 


methods, aſſiſt us . our G and may his good 


Ait add efficacy to all. | 
In this confidence, and with this dependence, * 


| would hy mbly propoſe the following advices : 


13. We ſhould have 2 conſtant regard to the frame 


| and temper of our own ſpirits. _ 


Providence hath made it our ſtated buſineſs to take 
care of the concernments of religion; and though it 
may ſeem much for our advanta e, to be conſtantly 
employed in ſuch excellent work, yet if we are not 
upon our guard, our privilege will become a ſnare. 


We may poſſibly degenerate ſo far, as to regard the 


facred offices of our miniſterial profeſſion, juſt as others 


do the affairs of a ſecular calling; and may conclude 
that we have acquitted ourſelves well, when we have 


decently paſſed through is ay! forms of divine Tere 
vice. me 
But if the temper of our minds bs negleed;: it 
will be attended with the moſt fatal conſequences. An 
allowed formality js. inconſiſtent / with ſincerity; and 
if this prevail in us we ſhall have reaſon to fear, f fbat 
after we kave preached to others,' we ourſelves Hall be caſt 
away. This will be the miſerable! lot of thoſe ho 


have trifled with the awful ſolemnities of divine wor- 
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ſhips * they only compaſs themſelves about with ſparks of 
von kindling, and fhall at laſt lie down in forrow.' 
And if we be ; - Bag Chriſtians,” ſuperficial ſervices 
will rob us of that noble pleaſure which would attend 
a more lively diſcharge of our duty, and give us a 
t deal of perplexity and uneaſineſs in the review 
1 if we are concerned either for our own ſafety. 
or comfort, it ſhould be our care, that the vigour" M | 
| region be kept up in our hearts. a 
I would further recommend this, as * is of 5 
utmoſt gr to our publick uſefulneſs. It is 
| 8 t our people will imbibe the temper and 
ſpirit which appears in us. This 1s ſo obvious a re- 
mark, that it is become a proverb; lite people, like 
prieft. If we are ſtupid and unaffected, it will abate 
the energy of our addreſſes, and at once be the cauſe 
and the excuſe, of the like languor and NN 
in them. But if our heart be e lle with vital reli 
jon, it will have a happy influence on all our ian 
rations. Our prayers and our ſermons will be tinc- 
tured with it. Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth: ſpeaketh. . When 2 is in exerciſe within, it 
toill he poured into our lips, and Y many gracious words 
will praceed fram us. If the à Holy Ghoſt dwelleth in 
xs, and aſſiſts us, we ſhall lead Ad guide ſpiritual; 
worſhippers, in preſenting ſeaſonable and proper pe- 
titions to Goo, and the divine warmth and fer vency 
of our own ſouls, will be a means to kindle the like 
holy fire in theirs: And when we are ⸗ declaring tbe 
counſel of G b. aur doctrine will drop as the rain, our 
| ſpeech 6111 diſtil as the det, as the ſmall:rain on tbe ten- 
Aer herb, — as the ſhowers upon the graſs: Tbe con- 
 folations deſigned for thoſe-© who hard fled for raſuge 
zo lay bold upon the hope ſet before them, will gently. in- 
| a therklelves into their minds, d an fit them: : 
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toi th! joy. and. peace in believing. And if we 1 partake 
a. he's Spirũ which Gad gave without — to his; 
Son, whom be. ſent to, ſpeak his wordt, we, ſhall: chen 
teach with autbority; our | mitructions will be delis- 
Jews. with an elevation ſuitable to our character, and 

ople will not only hear, but chey e 
the weight of our admonitions. 
There is ſomething in the performances af 
wine which ranges: impreſſes their pious hears 
ers. Though their diſcourſes be deſtitute of the or- 
naments-of lang guage, yet they #:20b0. are born of Go 
Tack anal in var. which is mas, r 
yond _ which ariſeth from elegant p ak | 
6 ous periods. That which appears low and 
flat to the taſte of many, affords the ex NN 
Chriſtian ſuch an inward and ſublime plea on 
not to be found in the higheſt ſtrains of the — 
pous eloquence. Happy * the men of GDd, who 

_ this divine unction which fo powerfully attracts. 45. 
vout ſouls, whoſe reliſh is formed by converſing with 

heaven. They are like: fv; the big h- rity when 
erde to his office; the | holy oil which. 

was-ipoured on is be in fo abundant a 2 
it flowed down to the ſhirts bis garments, Was grateful 
th all who were about evi rH, when theſe anointed. 
- . _ enes'come; forth to miniſter, a ſweet perfume, and a 

/ divine fragrancy diffuſeth itſelf thr the whole aſ⸗ 

ſembly, and is delightfully perceived, byall thoſe who 

; ® bave:their ſenſes Hpirituall exerciſed. 80 

The advanced piety of our fathers in the minifirys 

=. did eminently. conduce to their remarkable ſucceſs, 

8 1 which we have of the lives of. — 
25 them, manifeſt their great attainments in vital and 

nward religion; and I fear we ſhall never recover the 

1 —— intereſts of Chriſtianity; till chat be fund in 
us, Which render'd they ſo e n in their r_ge- 
neration. PS 4 4 
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on, 


Z 0 11 9 * ; 
© habe 6 it obſerved by ſome, who are in a way 
of thinking different from us, that our publick ad- 
miniſtrations are managed with greater propriety and 
cxactneſs, than they were in the days of our prede- 
ceſfors. And without ſuſpicion of flattery, I can 
congratulate the riſing generation of miniſters among 
us, with the great — they have made, in 
the method and ſtyle of their performances. B 
the form and of them is better, I am afraid 
the temper of our minds is worſe; and ſince; the mir 
niſters of the laſt age did ſo much good: with their 
unpoliſhed addreſſes, and we ſo little with our neater 
mpofures, one would think - this might fully con- 
vince us, that I a ſavour of "the things thy: e of- Gos 
is of much greater importance to a miniſter of the 
Goſpel, than that politeneſs which is no ſo much 
admired and affe It is happy, indeed, when both 
theſe meet in the ſame perſon, but inſtances of this 
are very rare. Every pious preacher cannat deliver 
himſelf with elegance and» exadtneſs:;; and accurate 
method and ee hang are not gravy ani 


mated and ſuppo cal dev otion. We ſhould 
therefore divide's hen wo 22 dur hearts as 
well as lips peg pd ancuary, and en 


deavour 15 — ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit, Which wall more 
effectually recommend our :labours to :enlighten'd | 
minds, than w wren 1 Hab. ee 

of man's wiſtom. . £7 40M nm A mes kn 


uy We ſhould noe nyo pap aA bu: | 
_ allo 0 aur Eee, our ee W196 have 

moſt direct tend y to do good. 27 111 5 
Upon this head l cannot but advide, chat ſublim6 
= abſtruſe controverſies, ſhould not ore : 
rily be introduced into our ſermons. 


1 rather than godly TO" 


TR” ng 
is a doFrine according to goalineſs, and not a firife about 
words. It is an ealy matter to engage our warmer 
hearers in diſputes on ſubjects, which neither they, nor 
we can fully underſtand; and the moſt unfit for ſuch 
Work, are generally the moſt forward to enter into it. 
1 allow, it is the ready way to procure the regards of 
thoſe, who lay a mighty firek upon their on opini- 
ons, but their eſteem] will be purchaſed at too dear a 
rate, fihce/inſtead of promoting true religion, it will 
moſt certainly deſtroy it. Y bere this zeal and con- 
zention is, there is confuſion, and every evil work. Some 
may poſſibly admire it for its ſhining luſtre, but too 
fatal experience proves it to be a raging flame and a 
devouring fire, and wherever it breaks out, there is 
reaſon to fear, that practical godlineſs will ſoon be 
conſumed. The thoughts and the diſcourſes of 
Chriſtians, will be ſo entirely ſwallowed up by the 
matters in debate, that things of the greateſt moment 
will be diſregarded by them; and their tempers will 
be ſo embitter'd * each other, that charity it; 
ſelf, che d greateſt of all graces, will perhaps be counted 
V ĩ ö a een 
Me live in an age, in which all advantages will be 
taken againſt Chriſtianity: And our pulpit ſkirmiſhes 
have made ſport for unbelievers, and furniſned them 


wich matter for banter and ridicule. By theſe we have 


given them occaſion to ſay, * the prophet is a fool, the 
ſpiritual man is mad. * Tell it not in Gaib, publiſh it 
not in the ſtreets of Aſeelon, why ſhould the uncircum- 
+ pew the infidels riumph? Happy would it be for us, 
if thoſe inſtances of our Mr 7. and folly were bu- 
ried in everlaſting oblivion, that they might no more 
be mentioned to our diſgrace, nor improved to the 

rejudice of that excellent religion which we profeſs. 

et us walk in * a plain path becauſe of our enemies, and 
act the wiſer part for the time to come, and employ. 


ham. ii. 16. 11 Cor. xi. 3. Hoſ. ix. 7. 
2 2 . Ix | our 


/ 


wy: 


our ſacred hours,” in conſidering thoſe important ſub- 


jects, which cannot be omitted, without the greateſt 
injury to the ſouls of our people. * . $EP2R 

Our firſt attempts ſhould be to impreſs their minds} 
with a deep and an abiding ſenſe of the pollution 


and miſery of that eſtate into which they are fallen 


by ſin. Here true converſion begins 3 u the whole 
need not the phyſician, but thoſe who are ſick, and Chriſt 
did not come to call the righteous,” but ſinners to repens 
tance. Men will never be concerned about the reno- 


vation of their natures, till they fee the depravity of 


them; neither will they * flee from the wean which is 
to come, unleſs they apprehend they are b become gail 
2. — God, and ſo expoſed to it. 


This, 22 bleſſing of Gop, e as. 


cry out, What ſhall wwe do to be 7 ? and diſpoſe 
them to receive the 4 good tdi great joy, which 

the Goſpel brings. Convinced ſinners will rejoice to 
hear of a 8 r, and — we ſhould e preach 
to 'them Feſus, and make f manifeſt the ſavour of the 
knowledge of him, 8 whom to know is life eternal. This 


will lead us to conſider the dignity of his perſon as 


the Son of God, and thoſe ſeveral offices which he 

as the prophet, the prieſt, and the king of 
his church. Here we ſhall have occaſion to treat of 
his myſterious incarnation, his holy life, his divine 


doctrine, his wonderful miracles, his painful and ac- 
curſed death, his reſurrection and aſcenſion into hea=: 


ven, his exaltation to the right-hand of Gop, and 


his glorious appearance to the univerſal judgment. 
Theſe arguments ſhould be frequently an 1 gely 
inſiſted upon, becauſe they are the diſtin 
ticles of the Chriſtian revelation, and if are not 


of high Wr _ ur was given us in 


min. | 
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3 heads, Which ſhould greatly 
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ow” to loſt ſinners. that l redemption 
= 5 . Jeſus bath obtgined, we ſhould then 
"acquaint 912 with the method in which it is applied 
by the Holy Gheſt. This will bring us to open the 
nature of faith, repentance, and: effectual calling, 
and to ſhew in what manner they are wrought. An 
account of theſe may be uſeful to all ſorts of heaters, 
the unregenerate ſinner may thereby be convinced 
that he is deſtitute of them, and this. may put him 
upon fervent prayer, and conſtant endeavours aſter 
an acquaintance with them: And ſincere Chriſtians 
Vill be wonderfully confirmed and comforted, by diſ- 
don —— of the i king Jom of God withs 

in — becauſe — will way wh Aa e of 2 


© handle theſe. ae ——— 2and- in, * — | 
nothing will conduce more to this, than a firiftobs 
feryation of the various turns and movements of the 
foul, and an experience of them in ourſelves; for as 
Ein water face e . fa, „ the heart. 2 : 
| fo. man. EDO £8 2104. 88 
The privileges of true believers do Wend duſhdind 
dur very attentive regards. Theſe are many and-vad 
mahle too; they are! bleed with all ſpiritual bleſſings 
in Chrif, and it is fit they ſhould know what they 
are, that they may rejoice in them. The apoſtle 
Paul bath left us feveral excellent diſcourſes on theſe 
recommend them to all 
Chriſtian miniſters, who deſire to n thezpfclves oh 
io compleat a model. ith 
either ſhould we n the various exerciſes and 
trials which the ſervants of Gon are ex poſed to in 
this life; Theſe proceed from different . and 
Will We a en and particular cane, * 
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5 (x5 y 
ve would Ol cn kl e heaven EA Y 
page Boon uſeful part of our work, © #5 comfort 
are in , and to ſay 'unt em whi 
art of 4 fearful hart; be ſtrong, We ſhould always 
be ag ie ſpeak a word in ſeaſon) ib him that 1 
weary 3. theſe ſkand in peculiar need of Our aſſiſtaflet 
and we ſhall be very defective in our _ if we 
40 nor give ie chem, in the moſt kind and | rence | 
manner. 
Ladd, that we muſt conſtantly and etneſtl y a 
bar they which" have. believed in Gbd;' might-be © 
to maintain pe works. The great duties of the Ch 
An life muſt be particularly drawn Gut, and refed, 
that © zbe doZrine of God our Saviour may in all thi 
be adorned, by à becoming converſation. © And if we 
would acquit outſelves as f miniſters of the Neu Tha: 
ment, and manage our practical diſeburſes in a me 
ſuitable to the Gofpel | iſpenſation, we muſt di 
men to thoſe aſſiſtances which ate promiſed, and td 
thoſs animating motives which are propoſed there, to 
enable and ineline them, to purify themſelves from 
the” pollutions x of the fieſb and of the ſpirit, und ts 
Per felt bolinsſs the fear of God. ' Nothing will-b8 
done without divine influences, and there are no ars 
guments ſo forcible as thoſe Which are taken from 
Evangelical conſiderations; and if theſe are omitted: 
we Thall treat on moral ſubjects with den propricty dun 
ſpirit, than many heathiens have done, 5 DU 
Theſe are ſome of thoſe weighty ſubjects, onen 
we ſhould handle at large in the courſe of our preaehs 
ing. And in the management of them, we ought al 
ways in the” firſt place to conſult ®'2be oracle; of "Godt 
There is an admirable fulneſs and ſufficieney in the 
"on Scriptures, 1 for doltrine, for Feproof, for cof. 
2 1, 
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furniſn us with the moſt ſolid and popular thoughts; 
to illuſtrate, confirm, and enforce the arguments we 
are upon. If we will be at the pains to collect out 
of the inſpired Volume, the hints which are given on 
any topic, we ſhall be ſurpriſed to find, how well 

they are adapted, to render the man of gu ene 


tbrougbly furniſhed unto all good works. - xe forming 
1 of our diſcourſes, we ſhould: attend more to b that, 
1 which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing ſpiritual things. 
| with ſpiritual, and then our ſermons. would be more 
= — and much more edifying than they gene- 
1 >a 4 is certainly of great importance, that we ſhould: 
be well acquainted with the contents, and with the 
ſenſe of the ſacred writings. We ſhould frequently 
read them, diligently ſtudy them, and as we have 
opportunity, we ſhould expound them in our families, 
and in our congregations: If this be our conſtant 
practice, we may then hope, that we ſhall be © as 
Seribes inſtrufted unto the kingdom of heaven, bringing 
ferth-out of our treaſures things new and oll. 


21 nt 
Nor would I have the writings of other wiſe and 
good men entirely laid aſide; I could rather wiſn, 
that the uſe of ſome of them, which are much neg- 
lected, might be revived. I particularly refer to the 
works of ſome of the old Puritans, and of the Divines, 
of the laſt age. I on myſelf! an admirer. of them, 
and have often thought it a great mercy, that there 
are ſo many of them in the hands of the common peo- 


— 


plwe, to ſupply what is deficient in our more faſhiona- 


ble inſtructions. I allow that the ſtyle of thoſe ex- 


cellent. men. is ſometimes heavy, their diction low, 
and their method not the moſt eaſy or juſt; but their 
thoughts are weighty, their matter ſubſtantial, an 
their diſcourſes ſpiritual and affecting. I once aſked 
[1 a very popular preather, (who filled a ' conſiderable 
i! _poſt amongſt us, with great reputation and uſefulneſs) 
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bow he attained to ſuch an edifying al preach ! 
ing; and he anfwer?d: me, that before he enter d on 
the miniſtry, he · ſpent one whole year in reading the 


| Bible in a practical view, and in peruſing the works of 


the Engliſh Divines; adding, that he believed few 
books of that ſort had eſcaped him, which had been 
written ſince the Reformation. +I am afraid many who 
are undertaking the miniſterial work, would reject 
1 a propoſal with vaſt contempt; yet I could 
heartily wiſh, that they who are deſigned for that ſa- 
cred employment among Proteſtant Diſſenters, would 
not altogether neglect this ſort of preparation for it. 
Our experienced Chriſtians would not then ſo fre- 
quently complain, that the preaching of our young- 

er miniſters, is no more to their edification and com- 


I ſhall conclude this head with a few obvious re- 
marks, concerning the form and manner of our ſer- 
mons. And here I would recommend a diſtinct and 
clear method, a due mixture of argument and pathos, 
plain, eaſy and ſcriptural language, witch a natural 
and lively delivery. If our: diſcourſes are confuſed, 
we ſhall but diſtract our hearers, and dry and abſtract 
reaſoning will be little regarded, becauſe few can fol- 
low us thorough a long train of conſequences: A. 
flow of moving expreſſions, without ſolid thought 
and rational connexion, may fire the - paſſions, and 
command the applauſes of the weak, but will be te- 
dious and: deſpicable, to perſons of a better JUG oO 
and deeper penetration, who deſire to be fed with 
knowledge and underſtanding. If our language be too 
lofty and ſublime, we ſhall b peak in an unknown 
Zong#e.to. the greateſt part of our aſſemblies; and all 
uncouth tones and geſtures, will be ſhocking to thoſe 
of a refined taſte and polite education: But good 
ſenſe and ſubſtantial divinity, cloathed with proper 
and familiar language, and delivered with unaffected 
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vwacity and ſeriouſneſs, "tends to make an agreeable 
and uſeful preacher, -and a judicious and improving 
III. Public eatechiſing of young perſons is a pro- 
per method to revive at ſl ere the intereſts of te 
There is a conſtant decteaſe of our congregations 
by death, and if there are none to fill up the places 
of thoſe who are removed, ſuch ſocieties muſt quick- - 
1y come to an end. Great care ſhould therefore be 
taken of the riſing age, that when ® we fleep with our 
fathers, and are gathered to our people, our children 
may appear as 2 /zed to ſerve him, which may be ac- 
"counted to the Lord for a generation. And the beſt 
courſe we can take to form young perſons for uſeful- 
meſs, will be to inſtil ſome good principles into them 
in their tender years. They are then capable of 
learning, and moſt diſpoſed to ſubmit themſelves to 
our inſtructions; and if we are not wanting in our 
duty to them, we may hope, that their minds will 
early be furniſhed with ſich a ſtock of divine know- 


ledge, as will preſerve them from looſe and extra- 


vagant notions, and lay a happy foundation for their 


being ſerviceable in the church of Gov. 
I have often obſerved a viſible difference between 
thoſe who have been e brought up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord, and thoſe who are d called by the 
ou of God, out of irreligious families. The latter 
have ſometimes proved very zealous and affectionate 
Chriſtians, but they have generally been unſtable and 
unſettled, liable to be © carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, while the former have been more efta- 
bliſhed, both in principle and practiſe. 

" Beſides, catechiſing of children will be a means to 


fit us for preaching to our people. Tis exceeding 
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priety and exactneſs, and yet with ſuch a plainneſs 
and. ſimplicity, as ſhall be accommodated to the ca- 
pacities of the loweſt of our hearers. If we ſtud 

chis as much as we poſſibly can, and ſtrive to addreſs 


ourſelves to them, in all the condeſcending forms of 


eaſy and familiar language, we ſhall ſcarcely be able 
to carry them with us, from the beginning to the 
end of a diſcourſe. But pulpit converſation with 
young perſons. would wonderfully aſſiſt us in this very 
, nope ng end tg ee eee, 

And as it would teach us how to ſpeak, ſo it will 
enable them to hear with greater advantage. W 

often complain that we do little good hy our. mini- 
ſtry, and the juſt occaſion, of theſe complaints is but 


too evident. The ignorance of our hearers is a great 
hindrance-to their improvement. They are ſuch. ut- 


ter ſtrangers to the affairs of religion, that they ap- 
prehend bur little, of them, when they are propoſe 

to them. But this would be in a great meaſure pre- 
vented by an early inſtruction; that would enlighte 

their' minds, and inform. their judgments, and f 
them for a more profitable attendance on ſermons. 
I may add, that the management Sy, this work 
will lead us to conſider the whole compaſs of chriſti- 
an duty. There are many things which we cannot 10 


ing. If we chuſe a text, on purpoſe to enforce a du- 


ty, or reprove a ſin, in which ſome. of our people 
are particularly and æxvidently concerned, thoſe Who 
are moſt criminal will be ræady to interpret it, as à 
perſonal reflection, and a public, affront;, and thus 
che end of our exhortations and admonitions will not 


only be loſt, but we ſhall, inflame. their paſſions, "iti: _ 


ſtead of refarming their conduct. But when, we meet 
with offenders in our known paths, in the ſtated 
courſe of our catechetical lectures, we may rebuke 


them with that ſeverity, which qur, office, and their 
8 Ny I e x crumes 
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crimes do require, without expoſing ourſelves to 
their reſentments. 

Neither can I omit to obſerve; that ther are ma- 
ny in all our aſſemblies, whoſe age and cireumſtances 
prevent their ſubmitting to this way of inſtruction, 
who yet ſtand in great need of it. They are * chjl- 
dren in underſtanding, though advanced in years; and 
if this work be wiſely managed, it may be ſervicable 
to them; it may give them the information which 6 
they want, without the ſhame of confeſſing their ig- 
norance. Upon this account we ſhould take thoſe | 
opportunities for it, when the auditory” i is. largeſt, 
That all may reap the benefit of it VS 

I know hut of one objection of any moment 
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which 

dan be made againſt this Practice. It may perhaps 
be urged, that catechiſms are human eMapafafes 
and generally formed upon a particular ſcheme of re- 


Wien and conſequently by putting them ſo earl 
nto the hands of young perſons, we may prepoſſeſi 
them in favour of a ſet of notions and phraſes; and 
theſe prejudices of education taking deep root in their 
mind, may produce in then a en attachment bo | 

that ſyſtem. 
To this J anſwer, that whats is dot Fopcher 
excellent and uſeful, but may be perverted to bad 
Purpoſes. Eating and drinking are abſolutely ne- 
deſſary to. the preſervation of our lives, and yet they 
are frequently abuſed by intemperance and exceſs: 
ut would ĩt not be abſurd for any to move, that-to 
Yrevent this, they might be 7 th laid afide. The 
Pplication is obvious; and 1 perſuade my elf it win 
be found a poſſible thing, ſo to order the buſi- 
neſs of catechiſin ing youth, 4s that it ſhall be free 
from the inconveniencies which have been objected. 
The ſhorter catechiſm of the Aſſembly of -Divines 3 
| wu WO. in our Thurches. | The doctrines ot 
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redemption and grace are there propoſed, as they apt 
pear'd to that venerable body, to be deliver'd in the 
{criprures;/#ind as they had been generally received by 
our firſt reformers. If any ſhould attempt to draw 
concluſions from them, prejudicial to the intereſts of 
actical godlineſs, ' they are abundantly prevented; 
dy the particular aceount that is given, of the duty 
which Gop requireth of man. The principles laid 
down by the judicious authors of that yſtem, are ſufi 
ficiently ſecured from ſuch dangerous inferenees, bß 
their admirable comment upon the ten commands 
ments, and by their inſiſting on faith, repentance; 
and the uſe of all outward means appointed by Gop; 
as neceſſary to ſalvation. I have given a publie teſti- 
mony of my regard to that valuable compendium of 
chriſtianity, and yet I would by no means oblige 
others to declare their aſſent to every thing contained 
in it. Our brethren who ſcruple the baptizing of in- 
fants; may make a goed uſe of the other parts of it 
and ſo may they, who are not ſatisfied with ſome 
other particulars which are aſſerted there. Or if they 
apprehend, that the-catechiſm itſelf is rather . meat 
for ſtrung men, than milk for babes, and is not ſo well 
adapted to the capacities of children, and the circum- 
ſtances of thoſe they are to inſtruct, they may go di- 
rectly to the ſcriptures, and from thence draw out the 
great principles of our holy religion. It is one happy 
conſequence of our being deliver'd from the reſtraints 
of a national eftabliſbment, that we are not confined to 
2 preſcribed form of words in our adminiſtrations 
and if we will not allow each other the liberty in cate- 
cChiſing, which we take in the other parts of our work; 
wie are too narrow and too ſevere in our” ſentiments. 
Impoſitions are feldom very agreeable, and they can 
never appear in à more ungraceful view, than when 
attempted” by ' theſe who have long complained of 
C.ß,,, I 


„ 3 2 


R = 
5 * Heb. v | 
*q » V. 13, 14 1 | 
, , ; Why » +33." STE 
._ OP 5 | chem, 
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chem, and who are deſtitute of all authority to ſup» 
And I further adviſe, that whatever catechiſm we 
uſe, we ſhould inſiſt chiefly upon the general prin- 
ciples of chriſtianity, and explain the catechiſm by 
the ſcriptures, and not the ſcriptures by the catechiſm; 
and that we ſhould frequently inculcate it upon our 
catechumens, that there is a great difference between 
the regards which we owe to the inſpired writings, 
and thoſe which are due to the compoſures of fallible 
men. Public catechiſing carried on in theſe catholic 
methods, will conduce to the ſupport of the de- 
clining intereſts of religion, and ſhould not be neg - 
lected. If any of us have not allowed it a ſhare in 
our public labours, we ought immediately to ſet 
about it, and where it hath been diſcontinued, it 
ſhould be revived. And I would preſs this with 
earneſtneſs, becauſe I have found the advantage 
of it, by the experience of more than twenty 
vears. "ff Beile "4 2 EY YER | Re Wt r 


IV. We ſhould frequently viſit our people, and 
| manage our viſits in ſuch a manner, as will moſt 
lf effectually promote their ſpiritual improvement. 
| | 73 W By perſonal conference, we ſhall have opportu- 
| nity of informing ourſelves particularly in the cir- 
| | 1 cumſtances of their caſe, and ſhall know hew to 


» 


1 addreſs our diſcourſe to them, in the manner moſt 
ws! | immediately adapted, to their genius and their tem- 
. per, their exerciſes and their temptations. Beſides, 
14 on ſuch occaſions our counſel, may be more direct, 
aadllngd our reproofs more determinate; we have then 
an opportunity of ſaying, thou art ibe man:. Where- 
i | as in our addreſſes to a multitude, people are prone 
i. | to apply to others, what was deſigned for them- 
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Alves, whereby our intentions are en de 
| FR feated. On both theſe accounts, more good may 
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be done to the perſon we are ſpeaking to, by one 
hour's free converſation, than by many ſermons. ** 
But if we defire to attain theſe valuable ends, we 
muſt conduct ourſelves in a manner becoming our 
character. I fear there is a foundation for many 
uneaſy reflections on this head, and that the hours 
we ſpend in viſiting our people, muſt be often pla- 
ced to the account of our loſt time. It is well it we 
do not ſometimes fall into thoſe ſtrains of converſa- 
tion which we ſhould always diſcourage,” and turn 
them out of the way of duty, inftead of leading of 
them in it. And where there is a greater care to 
keep our tongue from evil, and our lips from ſpeaking 
guile , though the diſcourſe be not criminal, it is, 
perhaps, empty and unprofitable. - A gay turn and 
a diverting ſtory, are oftentimes the moſt innocent, 
and the moſt important parts of it. Not that I 
would be ſo ſevere, as to cenſure every thing that 
hath the air of chearfulneſs, even in a miniſter. A 
ſedentary life, or a thoughtful, or perhaps a melan- 
choly temper, may render ſuch relaxations not only. 
pardonable, but neceffary. But ſurely” a man in the 
Hacred office ſhould riſe higher, and aim at ſomething 
more noble and ſubſtantial in his viſits, than to raiſe 


be examples to the believers in word d, and in the gra- 
| yh Od their converſation.” OT 2 0 2h 


and affectation. © The company they keep are often 
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cangbi with guile,. and contra to their intentions j 
are e led to that which. is profitable and edi- 

 Fying+ ITähis is an art which we ſhould ſtudy. and 
cultivate, that we might not only teach cur peopl- 
publicly, but from, bouſe to houſe *, by the prudent 

management of our miniſterial , viſits. And indeed 
this 1s neceſſary. as well as expedient ; for if we ne- 

ver mention religion but in public, and take n 
notice of it but on the Lord s-day, the 1 of it 
will not be long preſerved, and many will 1. 
that we are, not Marty: engaged in hs: 1 875 
af „ „ 

1 And a ies ought to be ſeaſonable as: well as 

tifeful. Times of affliction will require a 1 
attendance; but when it is otherwiſe, we ſhould 
withdraw our foot' from our neighbour's houſe, leſt. he be 
weary, of us and hate us b. If -we- intrude ourſelves 
upon our: people when they are engaged in buſineſs, 
we ſhall either make them uneaſy, or lead them i into 
2 ns — of it; and we ſhall I them a greater in- 
jury, if by our late hours, we ine grupt che religious 
exerciſes of their families. 4 08 
1 will only add, that we ought to Varna great 
regard to children and young perſons, and endea - 
vour to manage our viſits. ſo, as to preſerve an in- 
tereſt; in their eſteem and affection. It is very un- 
happy, when our company is burdenſome and un- 

_ caly to them, and they cannot ſee us enter the hoy- 
ſes of their parents, without. diſguſt and reſentment. 
In ſome {ons of  Belial e, and children of the wicked 
one, this may ariſe from a. fixed and ane enmity | 


_ againſt godlineſs. But it is not always ſo. The 


negligent, and perhaps forbidding airs which ſome 
put on, have made them indifferent to perſons of 
our profeſſion, or even incens'd/ them againſt us. /1 
hope many are not criminal in this reſpett, hut a 
- whoſe natural temper inclines thera to diſtance and ; 
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ſeyerity ſhould particularly dwell upon the reflection. 


And we ſhould all be on our guard againſt every 
thing of this nature, leſt we put ourſelo t of a 


capacity of doing good, where we might otherwiſe 


moſt reaſonably hope it. This will certainly be much 


do the detriment, of religion in the general, and a pe- 


culiar grief to pious parents. 


V. I further propoſe, that we take a particular no- 
tice of thoſe who are under religious impreſſions. - * 


They have the greateſt need of our afliltance, and 
generally ſpeaking are very deſirous of it; but an ex- 


ceſs of modeſty often hinders them from —_— 


their application to us, and giving vent to the fulnefs _ 
of their hearts. And the enemy of ſouls lays ob- 


ſtructions in their way, leſt we ſhould animate them 


in their attempts of throwing off his yoke. We 
ſhould not therefore ſtay 'till they come to us, but 
ſhould. inquire after them, and find them out, and 


talk freely with them about thoſe great concerns which | 


lie upon their minds. Theſe are the lambs which our 
Saviour hath commanded us to * feed; yea we ſhould 
d Jay them in our boſom, and in the moſt gentle and 


e er manner, lead them on in the ways of holinefs 
and comfort. We ſhould cheriſh theſe little ones, 


e even as a nurſe cherifſheth ber children, d taking them 
by the band, and teaching them to go, until increaſe of 


_ Rrength and greater maturity enable them to walk 


without ſo much of our aſſiſtance. 


This may be uſeful to us in our public work. By 


converſing with awakened conſciences, we thall be 


_ acquainted - with the methods which the Holy Spirit 


takes, in the converſion of ſinners unto God. We 


hall fee a beautiful and entertaining variety in tem 


according to the different tempers and circumſtances 
of thoſe, on whoſe hearts he is moving. Upon theſe 


we are to make our ſtricteſt obſervations, as the wiſe 


John xi. 15. I. l. Its Tk. ii. 7. 4 Hoſ.xi.3, * 
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phyſician does on the ſymptoms which appear in his 
patients, that he may know how to adminiſter pro- 
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5 4. per n to them, and to others in the like caſe. 
FI A good collection of ſuch remarks, with the aſſiſtance 
1 of our Bibles, will teach us how to preach, much 
| | | better than the methods which are frequently taken 
i for that purpoſe. PLP OCT as" ORE Wo: 
1# And really we cannot with any reaſon expect, that 
44 religion ſhould flouriſh, while this duty is neglected. 
16 The perſons whoſe caſe I have now been deſcribing, 
{8 muſt fill up our breaches ; but if we neglect them, 
[118 they. will either be diſhearten'd and diſcouraged, or 
1 grow remiſs and indifferent. Tis poſſible as to ma- 
0 ny of them, the impreſſions may entirely wear off, 
1 and their * goodneſs become like the morning cloud and 
{8 early. dew, that ſoon goeth away. Or if their hearts 
1 be touched with Gop's ſpecial grace, much of their 
of improvement and comfort may be loſt, and they may 
— perhaps content themſelves with continuing in the 
— number of our hearers, without joining in communi- 
1 on with our churches. I am fully perſuaded. the in- 
1 tereſts of religion have ſuffered very much by our 
Wes in this particular, and I heartily wiſh, | was 
1-48 . the only perſon who had reaſon to lament theſe kind 
WA of omiſſions. May we reflect upon them with a ſe- 
„ verity bearing ſome proportion to the guilt, and may 
{ |} this produce ſuch an holy b zeal and carefulneſs, that 
| i in our future conduct we might in all things approve 
1 ourſelves to be clear in this matter. ER 1 
=. . +. 9 8 3 | | 19 
| Wh VI. Admonition and reproof muſt not be neglect- 
3 ed, if we deſire religion ſhould flouriſh under our 
|| 18S I confeſs, this is a difficult work, conſidering our 
8) * - own circumſtances, and the humour of the age in 
i. | which we live. Reproof is ſeldom well received, and 
| = is ſometimes peculiarly diſpleaſing, when it comes 
[| . Sy 2 Hol, vi. "Ol > z Cor, Yil, 11. 3 Wy 
_— 7 JJ from 
5 > I : 
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from the mouth of a miniſter. Of thoſe to whom | 
we ſhall have occaſion to addreſs it, ſome perhaps 
will es us. nw — decency and good man- 
ners, and yet ſecretly charge us as very impertinent, 
for ing to eddie. with their ood at beſt 
they will pity our weakneſs, in imagining that we 
have any authority over them. They value them- 
ſelves ſo much on their liberty, that they think a 
viſible neglect of every thing we ſay, to be a neceſſa- 
ry defence of it. But others of a more rough and 
boiſterous diſpoſition * wil! turn again and rent us. 
Their reſentments will expreſs themſelves in ſeverer 
ways, which may be felt by ourſelves and families, - 
and it is poſſible they may fancy they are acting an 
heroic part, without conſidering bt he who bateth re- 
proof is brutiſh. © "Os e . 
But we muſt perform our duty, whatever the con- 
ſequences may be. That hardneſs of heart which 
generally prevailed amongſt the Fews, might make 
this work peculiarly difficult and hazardous, and yet 
Gop expreſsly enjoins it, not only on the prieſts, but 
on every {/#aelite, and declares that the neglect of it 
was rather cruelty than friendſhip, < Thou ſhalt not 
hate thy brother in'thine heart, thou fhalt' in any wiſe 
rebuke thy neighbour, and not ſuffer ſin upon him. And 
Chriſtians ſhould admoniſh d and ' exhort one anot ben 
daily, left any of them be bardned through the deceilful- 
neſs of fin. And if this be the duty of thoſe in amore 
private capacity, a miniſter by virtue of his public 
character, muſt be under ſtronger obligations to it, 
and ought to e reprove and rebuke with all authority.” + 
The difficulties which do attend it, ought not to 
deter us from it; they may indeed convince us, that 
we want wiſdom to manage it aright, and ſhould en- 
gage us © 10 aft it of God, who giveth to all men liberal- 


S Tea 
þ tr upbraideth not; and they ſhould alſo lead us to 


Mat. vii. 6. v» prov. xli.1, © Levit, xix. 17. - © Heb. ili.13. 
„„ IT 5 9 On 
1 D 2 4 38G uſe | 
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uſe all neceſſar precautions, with regard to the time, 
and the 3 of giving the — but not diſ- 
courage us from attempting of it. | 

There are few tempers ſo rugged and untradtable, 

but they have their ſofter and milder intervals, in 
Which we may have acceſs to them. Theſe ſhould be 

attended to and een as the happieſt opportu- 
nities of doing them good. 4 word- ſpoten in dus 
ſeaſon, how- good is it ? It muſt likewiſe be our care 

to deliver the admonition in b he ſpirit of -meekueſs, x 

in the gentleſt language, and moſt obliging manner; 
This will make it evidently appear, that we are not 
venting our ſpleen, but act on the principles. of con» 
ſcience, and friendſhip, and that while we ſee and 
blame ſomething amiſs, we have not forgotten what 
is agrecable and praiſe-worthy. e The wrath of man - 
wor tetb not the righteouſneſs. of God. When we mix 
anger and bitterneſs with our reproofs, they look 
like the malicious attacks of an enemy, and not the 
kind advices of a friend, and may ige man 8 
reputation in the defence of his faults; d whereas a 
feft tongue breaketh the bone, and often aps Aa 
conte and obſtinate. 

And if ſuch meaſures be taken, we mall prevent 
many of thoſe troubleſome conſequences, which we 
may * ready to apprehend from the diſcharge. f 
1 duty. ie ſball commend ourſelves to the con- 
Fieuces of men; and though a few incorrigible and 
worthleſs. creatures, may for the preſent * tran 
* their: feet our wholeſome counſel, yet 8. ue ./hall 

4451. and a good: bleſſing. will be upan us, and 
erwards.Þ we may find more favour even with them, 
= he that flattereth with the. tongue. And the, more 
candid part of mankind, in whom there is a Princi- 
r of true en will chores ſuch amen ende as 
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| inſtances of uncommon fidelity and affection. They 


will value us more than they would have done, had 
theſe good offices been neglected, and will ſay with 
David. let the righteous ſmite me, it ſhall be a kindneſs's 
and bet him reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent- oil, 
which. ſhall, not break my head *, but will- engage me 
to pray for them in their calamities. Thus a "wiſe 


reprover upon au: obedient ear, will be as an ear-ring of 


_ will be x 


id, as an ornament of fine gold vw. A ha 

She of theſe, will add 1 and err 
them. He who gave the reproof will re- 

e in the ſacceſs, and recommend himſelf by his 
ce and faithfulneſs: He that received it, will 
thankful for the benefit, and appear amiable, as 
beg © cloathed with humility and patience; their re⸗ 
gards to each other will . and their hearts 
united by che e of an ine af. 
—_— IN 25 


VII. If x we * 2 Fi is of ger ve ond 
be much in prayes for the dafi g of 9D en 


endea vours. 


Without this * our attempts will be ineffe@tual, 
4b is Paul, and who e but miniſters by 


whom due haue believed, even as the Lord gave to eus. 
ty man? © Paul planted, Apollos watered, but God gave - 


the increaſe. So then neither is be that planteib 

thing, neither be that watereth, but God that giveth the 
increaſe. The zeal; the ſkill,- and the fidelity of an 
inſpired apoſtle, were inſufficient. for the converſion 


of ſinners, and the edification of the church of Gon 


and what can we do with our bunt TC * 


. 


R with us? 

Surely experience muſt have taught many ok. Us; 
that the moſt con arguments, and the moſt 
. W are Toft Fer our Ni * 

4 4 
„ Peas. 3 or. Aru. 13. 2 d. 
* 1 Cor. i. 5. vi. 7. FAQs zi. 2 41. -£? + e 
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(30) 

Cob come in to add efñcacy to them. And if we 
will not learn this important leſſon, or will not re- 
gard it, but ſtill indulge a dependance upon our- 
ſelves, we juſtly provoke him, to exerciſe us rg 
repeated diſappointments. To prevent this us 
fly to the *'zhrone of grace, and arneftly lead for 
thoſe divine influences, which are abſolutely neceſſa- 

for our ſucceeding, in the work in which we are 
emplo ed. Let us fay, b Return, we beſeech thee, O 
God © boſts : 3 look down from heaven, and behold and 
vit | this vine, and the vineyard which thy right-hand 
hath planted: e Let the beauty of the Lord our God be 
upon us, and eſtabliſp thou the work of our hands, 
a that we might ſee of the travel of our ſoul, and be fa 
tied: Oben the hearts of our hearers, that they may 
attend to the things which are ſpoken by us, that the arm 
of the Lord being with us, f great numbers _ be- 
lieve, and turn to the Lord. 
We ſhould allow theſe petitions a ſhare in the ſta 
ted devotions of the cloſet, the family, and e- the 
Houſe of Ged. And I cannot but think it highly con- 
venient, that at proper periods, both in private and 
lic, we ſet apart time, for extraordinary addreſſes 
do the throne of grace, on this momentous occaſion. 
And if we revived that laudable but much neglected 
1. ice of faſting, and joined it with prayer, it might 
render the ſacred exerciſe more lively and ſpiritual, 
and would manifeſt a deep concern for the divine re- 
gards. And it will conduce much to the preparing 
of us for this ſolemn work, if before we engage in 
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"8 it, a ſtrict account were taken of our own temper 
| and conduct, of the ſtate of religion in our reſpective 
Ul congregations, and of the ſucceſs of our miniſtry 
j among our people: This would b zeach us to order our 
| | row” before ages in ent moſt proper manner. | 
* Heb. iv. 16. » PlalmIxxx, 14, 15. | 2 Ibid. XC. 17. 
11 Wii. 1 1 al. zen. 5. 

> Job xxvii. 19. TEES «fy 3 
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(31) 

The careful obſervation of ſuch pious ſolennitien 
as I have now been recommending, might be attend= 
ed with many happy conſequences. When they Paſa 
in ſecret, they may awaken our ſouls out of has ſpi- 
ritual lethargy, into which we are too apt to relapſe, 
and when we join with: others in them, ſerious im- 
preflions might be communicated to each other, and 
to our people. But it is above all things to be con- 
ſider'd, that by theſe applications we might humbly 
hope, to engage much of the preſence of Go Dp with 
us, o revive bis work in the midſt of the years. The 
reſidue of the ſpirit 1s with bim, which "5 will © give to 
them that aſe bim. And this Holy Spirit is all we 
need, to recover the languiſhing intereſts! of religion. 
and diffuſe beauty and vigour through our churches. 
4 If God pour wn on him that is:thir ſty,, and flouds on 
the dry ground: If he pour bis ſpirit on our ſeed, and his 


bleſſing.0n our offspring ; they ſhall ſpring up as amon 
the 27 as willows by the water courſes... One fha 5 | 


am the Lord's; another ſhall call himſelf by the 

Jacob, and another ſhall ſubſcribe wit his 
9 to the Lords and & þ rname Sick 4 the name wy 
Ak 


VIII. We Ne Jas the greatels; care to 1 
theſe attempts, by a e ans is be- 
haviour. | 
The eyes of many are upon us, C 9 5 we are as Y 
city ſet upon a hill, which cannot be bid. Notice will 
be taken of what we do, as well as of what we ſay z 
and if we ſay and do not i, neglecting to teach ourſelves, 
while we teach others, but diſhonour God through break- 
ing, the law, and yet make our boaſt of the law 8, we 
ſhall do great did ervice to the intereſts. of religion, 

and * miſchief to the ſouls of men. Our ac 


Hab. iii. 2. 5 Mal. UN. 15. 1 13. 
II. xliv. 4, 5, 6. [nn Ms or 2 f xxiji. Js + 
"'TRom. i. 21, 3. 4 . 
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ons will be accounted the true Interpreter aaa | 
ward ſentiments. of our minds; and if we diſcover 

a practical indifference rowards the duties Which we 
recommend t others, many will conclude, that we | 
ourſelves are dot 8 of the importance of 
chem; and fro thence will very briskly, thoug 
very . weakly infet, that there is nothing real in 
whole affair. Tus we build again the things tue un 
aeftroy *, abundantly confirm ſinners in their in- 

fidelity and wickedneſs, while we aner to turn 
them from the errors of their ways b. Sew. 
On theſe: accounts we ſhould e harmleſs av Weber 

and moſt ſolicitouſly avoid every ching that is _ 

 parently evil. And it is neceſſary tha? we he wiſe as 
ferpents e, and conſtantly guard againſt indiſcretions 

_.of bahaviouc. | They fink our 1 and muft 
proportionably impair our uſefulneſs. Prudenee is 

dan excellent qualification in a miniſter; the want of 
it will cloud the brighteſt talents, and eclipſe the 

_ greateſt abilities. It is a moſt un cireumſtance, 
when people are to hear thoſe. on the — 
who have all the week been expoſing themſelves 
their follies. If their performances are extraordinar 
they are but as à fair woman without diſcretion d: chr 
beautiful-com joſe may pleaſe a younger audience, 
and procure them a multitude: of unexperienced ad- 
. ut, the men of good conduct will always | 

be prefer d by the moſt valuable part of mankind. 

| The Lord will make the Wiſe ſervant dun bis vey 5 
bold, to give them meat in dus ſeaſon e. 
Our treatment of each other ought to bo generous | * 
and kind, ſincere and friendly, remembr ing that we — 
are engaged i in a cauſe, which will require the firit+ | 
eſt union to ſupport it. If we are divided 
our ſelves, and make it our buſineſs by little tories - 
to * one e in the __ of the pu the 
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„et ſerious/ piety will ſuffer ' very 


ckbiring and defamation, that they need to 
? Or is it 4'thir 


be taught them by our example 


ſo reputable, that we ſhould defire' it may appea 
to be a part of our character? Are we ſecure that 


after all, the reproach will not turn upon ourſelves, or 


that che very 3 we are ſpeaking to will not 
28 ture? Or if we were fare the reflection would fix 


of envy and ill- 


auch Ie. ee ſtrangers to the 
arts of 


where we intended it, is the uſefulneſs of miniſters 


happily N from theſe vile diſhonourable 


re; ſince I never yet ſaw religion flouriſh, where 


as not harmony and friendſhip among the mi- 


niſters of che Goſpel. 


ſo great, that we ſhould deſire to hinder it? Is an 
attachment to one miniſter to the neglect of all 
others, ſo amiable a temper, that we ſhould attempt 
to infuſe it into thoſe committed to our care? Shall 
we endeavour to revive that —_— which the A- 
poſtle condemns in the Corinthians, * while one 44. 2 
am of Paul, and another I am of Apollos? Should 
not rather make the moſt vigorous efforts to ſupprels 
every thing of this ſort, as that which will always be 
one Judicial to Chriftianity ? It affords me a peculiar 
latisfaction, that the miniſters in theſe x have been 


But the prevalency of them elſewhere; 
led me to mention them with a warmth and ſe- 
verity, which the malignant nature of them does re? 


Our carriage toward our people ought t to be tender 


We ſhould ſpeak courteoufly to them, and always act 


| and affectionate, full of all beneficence and kindneſs. : 


the part of fincere and active friends, both towards 
them and their families. We ſhould frequently viſit 
them in their ſickneſs; condole with chem in their ſor- 
e ly bear them up- 
arry about ee 
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- ternal affection for them, and look upon ourſelves 
obliged to aſſiſt them in all the exigences hie... 
Such a behaviour as this will give us a ſhare in 
their eſteem, and put us into a capacity of being ufe- 
ful to them in their ſpiritual concernments, far be- 

yond what the moſt eminent miniſterial gifts can ſe- 
= cure without it. This will make our public labours 
edifying, our private converſation deſirable,” and will 
ptocure a favourable reception for our reproofs. If 
they reſpect and love us, every thing will be viewed 
in the beſt light, and all proper allowances made for 
human frailties; whereas, if the contrary temper pos 
vails in them, nothing that we can ſay or do will be 
acceptable. Prejudice will find ſomething to blame, 
or to deſpiſe in qur beſt: actions; and if there be any 
thing doubtful in our conduct, the worſt turn will be 
given to it, Our faults will be repreſented in the moſt 
invidious colours, and our infirmities will be blackenꝰd 
into the moſt enormous crimes: and when this comes 
to be the unhappy caſe between a miniſter and his peo- 
ple, what can be expected, but the ruin of religion 
% ²˙ hh!!! 
+ Theſe are the methods which I would propoſe to 
the miniſters of the Goſpel, for the ſtrengthening the 
things which remain, that are ready to die. T hope that 
you, my reverend brethren, to whom I now ſpeak, 
will pardon the freedom with which I have laid them 
before you. I would ſpeak to myſelf in the firſt . 
place; and as we are apt to judge of others by our- 
elves, fa perhaps a deep ſenſe of my own defects 
may have carried me further into theſe particulars, 


tioned; others are apparently of greateſt moment, 
d I hope, none of ch 
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. rabjeet; or the occaſion of our meeting together this 
day. May what has now been offered, and every 

thing elſe which our conſciences ſhall charge on us, 
as neceſſary to the revival of religion, be moſt cares. 
fully attended to by us. | 

And that it might be fo, I ſhall propoſe the fol. 
lowing conſiderations. 
- 2. Conſider what it is that is dying it is vital and 
practical religion, the-glory of w_ urches. | 

The chrifin church is very glorious. The glory 
of it is infinitely ſuperior to that uf the Jeteiſb. There 
was ſomething very amiable and beautiful in the or- 
dinances of the tabernacle, _ much more of the 
temple; but they had 10 glory in reſpelt of the evan- 
gelical diſpenſation. a For if that which was done aug 
Was glorious,” much more that which remaineth. | 
And wherein does the glory of the 1 pel church 


cionſiſt? Some place it in ſtately buile 


ous paintings, in embroider'd veſtments, in — delt 
muſic, and in other things which regale the ſenſes, 
and amuſe the imagination. Bug. alas, external de- 
_ and pomp, are only a'mean and contemptible 
4 — it. Practical godlineſs, the life of God in 
uls of men producing ® he fruits of righteouſneſs, 
is — ornament of the church, ſince Chriſt _ _ 
| peared under the character of its hedd. 
The prophet Jſaiab had a much better notion of 
| the glory of the chriſtian church, than man 
live in the goſpel age, and ſhould be fuppata by by 
their office beſt to underſtand it. According to him, 
© when Feruſalem is become the holy city, — the uncir- 
cumciſed and unclean are not to be found in it, then Zion 
ts on her beautiful garments. When the diſeiples of 
.—- are 4 all glorious within, by being made par- 
takers of the divine nature, and ſhall be ſo eminent for 
Piety and virtues f that men Jul call them the boly peo- | 


| 65 er. 10, 13 „ Phil. l. 17. en 2 xfx. 13. ; 
| fer LK I. Kii. 12. Fo RE 


| 0 36 1 
gs hen he ei. 

t if go or own and the ſpirit of grace with- * 
3 the new teſtament Shochigab in Sone, and 
d-2be 4s-deparied from un. 

Our fathers in the miniſtry made a noble Bands: in 
- defence of pure and er Chriſtianity, when 
they — Þ. {ep arate ſocieties for the worſhip of Gop: 
Many: — Chriſtians countenanced — deſign, 
1 and committed themſelves to the care of thoſe <p, 
aten Gop's. cron beart, for their ſpiritual improve- 
ment. A How amiable were the oy es a Os of, Lord 

of Belt in thoſe happy days, when they who-reſort- 

ed to them were e bolingſs to the Lord, and our churches | 

mere ediſed, and walking in the fear ef the Lord, one 

* the comfort of the Hol Gboſt, were multiplied! theſe 

ithful f fermanis of Feſus Chriſt, after. they had ho- 

nourably ſerved their 80201. gener ation by tbe will of 6 

leondſecb and we Ow enter d into their labours ; and 

ho j _ beiten undaſlad ſhould: die wich them, 
ab 1.8545 departed from the daugbter Zion, 
2 —_ — 1 loſe the ornament and glory of our aſ- 
ſemblies, We may boaſt of our liberty in calling 
- Knoman father upon the, earth, and value ourſelyes up- 
pn an attachment to that ſupremacy which is veſted 
in our Saviour, in the ſacred concernments of his king- 
dom, but if we are! the ſervants of corruption, we on- 
hy 2y/pnok great felling words of vanity, and dur glory- 

n i unt good. We reject che Redeemer's authority in 
ſome of 468 — important branches, are inconfiſtent 
— and ws grace the _ in ——— we 

are engaged, if we do not n depart from all iniquity, 
and, are not a rede ee WING $204 
ve uu MIS 913 ti $4.6 2 wry 
7&7 2 SHAFT RY Cd ache | 
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(37) x 
e. The revival of religion among us may prevent 
the growth of infidelity, and bigotry. | 
12 e — arenany - making te 
5 themſelves & captain a to Egypt. They ne> 
Jes the goſpel revelation, and ry ring to the light of 
nature, as ſufficient - ro conduct them to h: | 
And the importunate applications which have fres - 
' quently: been made to the rulers of this world, to 
employ their power in ſuppreſſing unbelievers, have 
. increaſed their prejudices againſt Chriſtianity, 
This hath led them to conclude, chat it is only an 
artful ſcheme, contrived by ſubtle and deſigning men 
and ſupported; for the purpoſes of this preſent life, 


which, would ſoon fall to the ground, if the n 


giſtrate ſhould withdraw his afſiſtance from it. 
IT luhrough che favour of wiſe and moderate Gu 
vors, we are protected in our chriſtian prufeſſion: 
| - and this, perhaps, is all the ſervice they car US, 
ſo far as our religious intereſts are concerned. Que 
eee eee e ene eee, it appeared in 
is brighteſt glory, © uuben the kings of the zarth; took - 
ccunſel ſogether to deſtroy it, but hath viſibly declined, 
- ener inc its ſacred. affairs have been ——— by 
; The annexing large revenues to the obſer- 
vance of external forms may eſtabliſh the uſe of them,. 


and length of time may produce a bigotted attach- 


te reach of all human authority. 


ment to them, but real delt h. 


— 


This ſhould inſpire us with the warmeſt — 
D the revival of Chriſtianity, in a way agreeable to ita 
nature, that it may Bouriſh in all our aſſemblies. The 
enemies of it will then ſee, that it-may 'be ſupported, 
without the fences of penal laws, and the p 
buttreſſes of a legal cſtabliſhment.. The intrinſickk er- 


cellency and 5 of the chriſtiaui ift itutiam will . 


then appear in the ſtrongeſt Fuß 
.*% Numk. av. . Icha will. 28. d. l... a 
4 F 4 5 HA „ wes 
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an invincible barrier, to ſtop the mighty progreſs = 


(3) 


of infidelity. We ſhall then fate away the reproach 
rom Iſrael, and convince men, that the regards due 
to Jeſus may be ſecured by more mild and gentle me: 
| thods, than thoſe which have been taken by the vo- 
taries of Mabomet, to defend the honour of their pre- 
2. 62, ue. HA OL IS 
As to bigotry, it hath a very utthappy influence 
upon thoſe who are under the power of it. Such are 
often forming good deſigns, and purſuing of them 
with uncommon vigour ; but every thing muſt be car- 
ried on in their own way, or elſe they have no opinion 
of it. Their principles are always orthodox, and 
thoſe who differ from them are fallen into great and 
dangerous errors. Their church is the pureſt, if not 
the only one in the world, and their forms of wor- 
_ ſhip are, all of them, apoſtolical and divine. In the 
' Redeemer's' catholic religion, b here is neithe® Greek 
nor ' Few, circumciſion nor uncircumciſion, Barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free, © but Chriſt is all in all, and 
we are all in him; and yet they confine it to their 'own 
narrow inclofures, and can ſee no beauty even in 
Chriſtianity itſelf, unleſs it be cloathed with their ſin- 
1 and does appear in their diſtinguiſhing 


It will be to very little purpoſe” to enter into auß 
debates with them. That turn of mind which di- 


ſeth them to this way of thinking, will render the 


1 * arguments ineffectual. It is but ſeldom that 
they ſee, or will attend to the force of them; and if 
at any time they are preſſed with them, inſtead of re- 
turning a folid anſwer, or ſubmitting to conviction, 
their paſſions riſe, and the diſpute generally ends à i 
wrath, clamour, and evil-ſpeaking. There is another 
ws; price which we are much more likely to do 


chem g and that is, 10 be fervent in ſpirit, ſerv- 


Eph, iv. 3 mt. © Row, Xii. 11. | 
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5 Y 
ing the Lord, that when thoſe of a denomination diff. 
1 rent from us, obſerve in us the ſubſtantial parts of te 
chriſtian life, they may be brought to acknowledge, 
that ® as they are Chriſ*s, even ſo we are Chriſt's. » If 
wwe are paſſed from death to life, we Hall love the bre. 
Ibren. Real godlineſs will powerfully attract the af- 
1 fections of all its hearty friends, and a pious mind 
will always feel the force of a bright example. Thus 
our attempts to revive religion, may be a means to 
diffuſe a noble and excellent < ſpirit of love among all 
the diſciples of Jeſus, and to enlarge their hearts, 
which .are often too much contracted by a bigotted 
fondneſs for their own ſchemes. This is of much 
greater importance than the moſt exact uniformity, 
either in articles of faith, or in modes of worſhip, and 
will prevent thoſe miſchievous conſequences, which 
: — proceeded from different apprehenſions about 
DN, nem. ̃ Wet 1 
3. A regard to our reputation ſhould engage us to 
attempt the revival of religion. „ 
SGod and man have peculiarly referr'd it to our care. 
The 4 Holy Ghoſt hath made us overſeers of the flat, 
and the ſocieties we miniſter to, have made choice of 
us to attend their ſpiritual affairs. We have been ſo- 
lemnly ſet apart to this ſervice, and have voluntarily 4 
devoted ourſelves to it. © The vows of Cod are upon | © 
. 4s, and if we * the covenant of Levi, and betray. | 
this important truſt, f we Hall become contemptible be». 
fore all th people, and be the moſt guilty and deſpis. 


| - — 
PP . en erties ei 2s 


cable wretches upon earth. Treachery is deſervedly _ 
infamous; and can there be a fouler inftance of it 
than this! That a man who calls himſelf a miniſter of 
the goſpel, and hath enter'd upon that work with 
1 the — awful ſolemnities, and ſacred engagements to 
the Redeemer and his church, ſhould afterall-entirely. 


ec. . e ehh „ „2 . 
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(a). 


; e ſhall ſcarcely meet with ſo deteſtable a character, 
the dregs and refuſe of the le. The per- 


jur'd villain, whoſe crimes have brought him under 


the penalties of the law, and expoſes him -ro public 
diſgrace, is but a puny offender, if compar'd with 
_ theſe vile betrayers of their maſter's intereſt. | Thinks 
men are nom ſufficiently aware of the h 
ſuch a conduct, and will no longer be amuſed wi 


fine diſcourſes, on the honours due to thoſe inveſted 


with the ſacred function, while they indulge them- 


ſelves in the blackeſt crimes. If thay. are become vile, 


1 . the offerings of the Lord, their 


= contempt which ww have fo juſtly deſerved; 
And if we ſhare. in the guilt, we mult expect to _ 


part in the diſgrace, 
On the contrary, if we faithfully diſcharge the. au- 


ties of our office, we ſhall not only eſcape the ſname 
and the reproach, but ſhall ſecure ta ourſelves honour 


both from God and man. 
It is the declaration of that God whom we ing 


2 


babet of old, we diſtinguiſh ourſelves by our zeal for 


nevertheleſs © be glorious in the eyes of our God, and 


be f 10 him. a fue favour of Chriſt in them tur penis, ne 


as well as in tbo/e who are ſaved. 


 eonfider us a8 f the excellent of 


| 1 Sem k. 30. 
5 * 3 Cor. its. 


„ect it, and go over to hovieie Walt) 


eſſion will render their vices more 
certainly draw on them, that neglec> 


thoſe that bonowr me, I will bononr; If like Zub. 


the houſe of the Lord, in an age of prevailing cold- | 
neſs and indifferency, like him we fhall be 4 jet as @ 

ret. And though our efforts are not ſo ſucceſsful 
- as ve could — 34 the gatbering of Hrael, we ſhall 


And with regard to men; fincere Chriſtians: wilt 
the earth, * the ſalt and 


W . 


| I 1 Theſ, n 
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the reverence 
fame honourable part as that 4 prophet of the Higheſt, 
© iniquity ſpall ſtop its mouth; and the looſe and pro- 
fligate will applaud our characters, covet our friend- 


FF 


for dur work ſake. And the conduct I have been 
recommending, will-procure us the regards of ' thoſe 
doo are aliens to the commonwealth: of Tirael, and 


If we renounce 


ftrangem to the covenants of promiſe. 


the tiddden things f diſhoneſty, and do not walk. in 
£raftineſs, nor handle the wes 
but labour to do our utmoſt, to promote and adorn 


of the Lord deceitfully*, 
religion, we ſhall irreſiſtably command the approba- 


tion of the more degenerate part of mankind. He- 


rod feared Fohn, | knowing - that be was a juſt nan 


and boly, though he himſelf was abandoned to luxu- 


ry and injuſtice. That b meſſenger from the Lord was 


© a burning and ſhining light, zealous and active in 
the diſcharge. of the duties of his office, and emi- 


nent in the ſtrictneſs of his life: Theſe added ſuch 
a wicked ruler. And if we act the 


ſhip, and upon all occaſions treat us with decency 
and ref; Po Pings Re ARE 


4. Our ſupport. in life depends upon che regard 
- which. our. people have to true religion. 


Ihe ſacred office of the miniſtry, is often traduced 


a” 


asf a craft by which men get wealth, and an employ- 


ment calculated for the purpoſes of this world. And 
it cannot be denied, but great occaſion hath been 
given for theſe ſuſpicions. But it is very ungene- © 
rous to caſt ſuch reflections upon thoſe who give up 
the inviting. proſpects of a national conſtitution, 
and ſubmit to the many diſadvantages of an exclu- 

ſion from it. This will incline the ſober and candid 
part of mankind to conclude, chat they are not en- 
cirely determined by ſecular views, in the choice of 


42 Cor. iv. 2. „Mt. xi. 10. John iii. 3 Luke i. 76. 
Job v. 15. Act: zix. 23. W 
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their way. Surely it is ſome evidenee of a diſinte · 
reſted zeal for . when they who are devoted 
to the care of it, are willing to to refer the ſubſiſtence 
of themſelves and families do the affection of their 
? This was che primitive and apoſtolical 
of maintaing the miniſters of the goſpel, and is 
mirably well adapted to that liberty, which is the pe- | 
culiar 920 ry of the chriſtian diſpenſation. 
The decays of real piety may ſometimes render 
this method inconvenient. A growing indifference 
towards religion itſelf will dif, —. perſons to treat 
miniſters of all ſorts with neglect. They will ac- * | 
_ count them a uſeleſs, 1 2 miſchievous ſer: = | 
men, that are only a dead weight u the blic, 
and will think it 4 very mi. nB 3 
very Jaudable' piece of œconomy, to — Get 
exhibitions towards - them, where the matter is left 
to their ow choice, But when the hearts of our 
people are warmed 3 lively ſenſe of the ex- 
cellency: ef godlineſs, they will -be rich in good 
coe, ready 'fo diſtribute, and willing to communi- 
rate. They will then pay a chearful regard o 
thoſe ſac injunctions, which ordain, that they 
- who wait at the altar, - rould be partakers' with the 
altar, and they which preach the Goſpel ſhould live 
"of the Goſpelb. When they" feel the powerful effects 
of our miniſtrations upon their ſouls, they will 
think it a ſmall return for Ppiritual things, that they - 
Who have ſoum them, Gould reap their carnal things*. 
And what they give upon theſe occafions, will be 
wich a bountiful hand, and a friendly heart: And 
I may anſwer for it, that to a man of 2 truly ge- 
nerous temper,” the moſt moderate allowance upon 
theſe honourable terms, will be far more agreeable, 
than the largeſt revenues, extorted by compulſion, 
and; | rec with regret 25 1158 1 —— 
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(43) 
o all this I ma —— chat if we be faithful ta 
Gans and the ſouls of men, we may refer ourſelves 
to the care of our great Maſter, When he ſent 
forth his apoſtles to preach the goſpel, he directed 
them to ST, neither gold, nor ſilver, nor braſs 
in their purſes, for the — at bis 
—— They depended on providence for the ſup- 
ports of life, and yet b they lacted nothing. And if 
we are not too folicitouſly. careful about theſe out- 
ward things, but truſt in Gon, be will. ſupply all 
bur need, for the 4 earth is the, Lord's, and the ful- | 
neſi thereof. We may readily conclude, that he 
who would not have © the mouth of the ox muzzled, 
while he was treading out the corn, to hinder his cat- 
ing at his work, will certainly provide for his la- 
borious ſervants. If we plant — water the Lord's 
vineyard, we ſhall eat of the fruit thereof. If we 
| fred the flock, we ſhall eat of the milk of the flock *. 
And fince no man goeth @ warfare any time at bis 
own charges, if we 8 endure hardneſs, as good ſoldiers 
of tFeſus Crip, and 8 play the men for our people, 
and the cities of our God, i the great captain of our 


Fr will maintain us honourably in his &r> 


| — A conſeiouſneſi of our having done our utmoſt 

oo the revival of religion, will be a noble ſupport, in 
ur dying moments. 

In a little time the days of our minmiſtration will 
be aver, and we ſhall follow the multitude of our 
- hearers,” who are gone to the dark and ſilent 
grave. And the manner of our ur dying i of gone 
importance both to qurſelves | 
Pe and their benefit, are evidently. concerned 


in it. Surely, we muſt earneſtly deſire, that our = 
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end may be glace ., and it will be a <a 


a confirmation * thoſe who have ae on our 
labours, to ſee b an 2 miniſtred unto us abun- 
danily, into the everlaſtin kingdom of our Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. When they viſit us in the 


concluding” ſcene of life, and behold a ſmile in our 
countenances, flowing from the joy of our hearts, 
they will be eſtabliſned in the belief of the truth 


and excellency of that religion, nn we” have re- 
commended to them. 


And there is nothing which can lay 4 ſurer . 
dation, for a comfortable departure out of this world, 


than diligence and care to e fulfil the miniſtry, which 


we have received in the Lord. Such a fruit ineſs in 
good works will be a happy evidence of the fincerity 
of our faith, and by conſequence. of our intereſt in 
the great Redeemer, whoſe Goſpel we have preached. 
This was the conſolation and rejoicing” of the Apoſtle 
Paul, when he ſtood, as it were, between both 


worlds. 4 He was ready to be offered up, and ſaw 


death making its approaches, in a form of violence 
and peculiar terror: But none of "theſe things moved 
him, ; he had fought the good fight, finiſhed bis:courſe, 


and kept the faith, and this inſpired him with that 


reſolution and courage, which delivered him from the 
fears of 8 what man could do unto him. And if we 


5 can _——— theſe characters to ourſelves, we may ex- 


peR tranquillity in our laſt moments. The pleaſing 
views of that Þ crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the righteous judge will give us, as the reward of all 


our faithful ſervices, will revive and comfort uss 


i hen walking dern oe "the: _ of the Aale of 
r 2 Duke 
This leads me to add, eee cnt abi 


* Plain Arni SY 2 Pet. i 11, Col. i 17. 
* 4 2 Tim. iv. 6. ** Acts xx. 24. — 1 80 2 Tim. iv. 7. 5 . a 
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6. That our degree of glory in the future ſtate, 
vill be portionable to our preſent zeal for the res 
vival of religion: 8 a ad 
The Redeemer hath furniſhed- his rainiſtaiy with 
different talents, and their advancement |: in the. 
next world, will be according to their improve. 
ment of them. * He who| gained ten pounds, fhall 
have authority over ten clic and he that gained 
five: pounds, ſball be over five cities. The Apoſtles: 
thoſe b wiſe maſter builders, ſhall be prefer'd to the 
diſtinguiſhing honours © of fitting on thrones, judge 
ing the twelve tribes of Hracl. And other wiſemen 
and teachers a ſhine as the brightneſs of the' — 
mament a; and the moſt eminent among 
uh have turned many to righteouſneſs," as "the favs 
4" 3 and een ſtar differing from another * 
in 
An the faithful A of Jeſus Chriſt, F hs: 
feed: the flock of God, taking the overſight. thereof, not 
by conſtraint, but willingly, not for filthy — but of a» 
ready mind, ſhall ſtand with honour | before the 
_ throne of the great Judge of the world. *r thoſe 
who are attended with the largeſt train of 
ſouls, ſhall appear with a peculiar glo glory 2 
ſinners they have converted, and the A they, 
have edified, are now their hope, and will be their: 
joy and rejoicing, in tbe preſence of our Lord eſis 
Cbriſt at bis coming s. Each of theſe ſhall be as 4 
jewel, to adorn h the crown that: fadeth not aways. 
wr the chief B e then Place upon _ 


0 conchide, Let us h the moſt een 
efforts for the revival of religion, that it may ap- 
pear * us in its former e, n 
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1.46 4 : 
bebe for our encouragement, that though 
religion be dying, yet it is not dead. Though it 
be a finking cauſe, yet it is not a loft cauſe: There 


i fill ſomething remaining which may be frengthen- - 


eu. 


There were 4 2322 


ly. perſuaded we are not b left alone, but there are 


. many in our reſpective congregations, whoſe hearts - 


are touched with a ſenſe of our preſent decays, 
and are as much concerned about them as we our- 
ſejves. This: © choſen generution are ready to ſev 
their 2 and to join with us in 
all neceſſary endeavours to retrieve our religious 
intereſts,” that = new face of things may appear in 
A our\churches: And if the 4 glorious" goſpel: of "the 
vue God does not depart from this nation, we 
may hope that we ſhall not © labour in vain. But 
i we ſhould not ſucceed in theſe our pious-attempts, 
yet f mbereas it was in our heart to build the bonſt 
o the Lord, we did well ; and we may comfort- our- 

with this, that the Redeemer” s kingdom ſball 
aur he deſtroyed, though the diſſenting intereſt ſhould 


ben ſwallowed up in that 222 which like a 


flood is now breaking in upon us. * be 


e e of the knowledge of the Lord, as 


tis waters cover the ſea, and ths” chriſtian — - 
mall enlarge the place of its tent, and ſtreich. — - 
#he: curtains - of its habitation, and ſhall i break forth 
an Ie right-band and on the lei. * The man An, 
who: oppaſeth- and exalteth himſelf above all ibat 15 
called God, and Jitteth in the temple of God, I the 
Lu ſball conſume with the ſpirit of his mouth, and 
be brightneſs f bis coming - And then the religion 
WW and 
— 4 * Rom... 3. Pet. n. 9. Tim. 11. 


© Phil. . : 5. . + 19. 3 
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swhich had vt ' defiled garments ; and I am ful- 


E 


C 8 
hal over every ching which pow. obſtrudts/ * 
propagation of it. Thus the Lord will Zion, 


and mate her wilderneſs like Eden, and her deſart as 
the garden of the Lord, joy and gladneſs ſhall be found = 
this » thankſgiving and the voice of © melody *. 
_ thoſe happy times, Chriſtianity ſhall have a powe 
ful influence on its profeſſors, righteouſneſs and pea 
| ſhall flouriſh among them, b and Jeruſalem ſhall. be a 
praiſe in the earth. Then © the feeble. ſhall be 8s Da- 
Did, and the houſe of David as the angel of the Lord 5 
all che, differing characters of Chriſtians ſhall be im- 
proved, miniſters and people ſhall he a crown. of ge. 
y inthe hand of | the Lord, and 4 royal diadem in the = 
band of their God d, adorning the daltrine of God R 
Saviour in all things ©; and their honourable and 1 
ful lives ſhall conclude with an entrance al 
into that bleſſed world of light, life and love, _ 
85 tm ſhall ſhine in its brighteſt glory, without. * 
1 mixture of e or e 1 * 
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= © aftronomical Calculations, and alfo by the 
—_ Vai ef Jubilee, and the Sabbatical Year among the 
. * Jes: Or an Kecount of Time from the Crearion of 
die Word to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem; as it may 
de pfeved from the Old and New Teſtament.” In a 
method hicherto unattempred, and which was firſt 
Ptopeſed by che learned Archbiſhop Uſher. In which 
mie Hebrew Text is vindicated ; and the Objections 
> IP -againſt it, as conſiſting of many Mutilations, and 
'. _  marfierical Alterations, are occaſionally conſider'd, 
and the Authority of the Samaritan and Sepruagine | 
. Verſions, in oppoſition to the original Copy, is con- 
futed. Together with the Hiſtory of the World, 


. — * A. Y ö 


Ce $A 
Fi f 
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Was," © 


from the Creation to the Time when Dr. Prideaux 
began his Connexion. IIluſtrated with great variety 
pf Tables, Maps, and Copper-Plates, By AxTHUunx 
W ' ' Bevprord, M. A. Rector of Newton St. Loe in the | 
County of Somerſet, and Chaplain to the Haber- _ 
= e e an Hoxton, near London. Fol: 5 


. The Hiſtory. of the Condo G * 
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Zoom printed at Amſterdam 1727, which the Author 
= has not only reviſed and corrected, but — 
augmented. Illuſtrated with twenty curious "St 
| = Plates, In 2 Vol. 40. 


Fe m. The Works of Dr. John Tilotbon, late Lord 
=p eee 3 Vol. Folio. 5 


IV. The Works el De: lune Barrow, 2 Vol. 
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